AP English Language  & Composition 2014-15

Summer Reading and Essay Assignment

In AP Language and Composition, we focus on argument, rhetoric, style, audience, tone; the task for the reader is to determine how an author conveys his/her meaning through the use of language.

Reading: All 10th grade students who will enroll in AP English Language in the fall will receive a copy of  the summer reading book (“while supplies last”). We were able to receive approximately 150 copies through parents and others applying to be World Book Night givers.  These are World Book Night copies.  We want to use these copies again, so to annotate, use post it notes or another way to mark the text as you read.  Otherwise, obtain your own personal copy.

1. The Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell.  Back Bay Books, 2000.

If you purchase the book, read actively, with a pen, pencil or highlighter in  hand.  If you  have a World Book Night copy, annotate with post-it notes to engage with the text.  Annotate as you read and be prepared to discuss the different methods (i.e. DIDLS:  diction, imagery, details, language, syntax) Gladwell uses to convey meaning/purpose.  What are the advantages to these methods; how effective are they in persuading his audience; what audience is Gladwell attempting to reach? How does each writer convey ethos (his/her credibility, ethical stance or moral authority), pathos (emotional appeal) or logos (logical appeal) in choosing his/her subject, his/her examples as well as through his/her personal appeals and reflections? Locate specific examples in the text that are persuasive to you (mark them in the text) and then determine what rhetorical strategy Gladwell uses (note it in the text).  You instructor will give you a reading comprehension test on the book  during the first week of fall semester. 

Essay: The essay prompt is on the back of this sheet.  It is from an AP English Language and Composition test.  The suggested time to complete this essay is 40 minutes; you do not need to  spend more than 40 minutes on this assignment, but you can (it is summer).  Follow the directions carefully, and type a thoughtful, well-organized essay that answers the prompt, in this case, the essay must argue a position that either “defends, challenges, or qualifies” Lewis Lapham’s view of “the American faith in money.” The prompt asks that you draw “on your own knowledge and experience” to develop your argument; opinions alone are not persuasive, so make sure to use specific examples. This essay is due to turnitin.com by 11:59 PM on Sunday, August 3, 2014.

To turn the essay in, please join class #8045142 using a REAL e-mail address so that

your instructor can contact you, if necessary. The password is caSe sEnsiTive so make sure to differentiate between capital and small letters; there is an underscore between APEL and Essay: APEL_Essay.

Failure to satisfactorily complete the summer reading, failure to submit the essay to turnitin.com on-time, or submitting an essay with plagiarized content, will be grounds for 

removal from the class.

Questions:  Dr. Draper  email  rdraper@LAUSD.NET
